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PREFACE

Five thousand years ago the people who
inhabited the land we now call Kurdistan
were tribal groups divided by geography,
language, and war. The tribes of the Zagros
Mountains and surrounding areas eventually
came to be known as Lullubi, Kassites, and
Hurrians to name but a few. The ancient
Greek historian Herodotus mentioned the
Bousae, Paretaceni, Strouchates, Arizante,
Boudii, and Magi as parts of a group of tribes
united under the name, Medes. The Medes

later came to dominate the entire region.

Prior to that time another tribe, the
Quti, or Gutium, seemed to be especially
powerful, surviving as a semi-developed state
for nearly a hundred years. They are most
likely associated with the Land of the Karda
or Qarda mentioned on a Sumerian clay
tablet of the third millennium B.C.
Alexander the Great reportedly referred to
these people as Qarduk when he passed
through the land and Pliny wrote of
“the people formerly called Carduchi but

now Cordueni.”

It is certain, however, that the Medes

migrated from a point further east into the

Zagros and managed to unite the tribes of
the region into a single people. It was they
who formed the people of the region into a
full-fledged nation in approximately 727 B.C.,
which at its peak ruled from Athens to Teheran,
swallowing and sometimes assimilating such

kingdoms as the Urartians and Mannaeans.

The historian Darmatesta, in Iranian
Studies, supported the conclusion that the
Kurds of today find their ancestry in the
nation of the Medes. Arnold Wilson in
Mesaopotamia: Clashes of Loyalty 1918-1920
wrote “The Kurdish nation is a direct
descendent of the Medians, and their
language is one of the Western Iranian
languages.” In The Historian’s History of the
World, Professor Cyes concluded, “The
Medes were no other than Kurdish tribes
whose linguistic affiliation was Aryan,
Indo-European.” Vladamir Minorisky
agreed in The Kurds, Encyclopedia of Islam,
and E. Sloane described the Kurds as
“Sons of the Medes.”

Significantly, the Kurds themselves
believe the Medes to be their ancestors.

‘When Kurds established a television station

in Europe, they referred to it as Med (Mede)
TV.The Kurdish poet Dildar wrote what
became a famous anthem, proclaiming,

“We are children of the Medes!” The Kurds

of the world seem united on this point.

In time, the term Medes fell into disuse
and the label Kurd (related to Qurti or
Karduchi) once again identified this mountain
people. However, the Medes so fully
succeeded in imposing their language,
culture, and physical characteristics on the
ancient Kurds that one became synonymous
with the other. The evidence cited supporting
the ancestry of the Kurds as Medes 1s
sufficient enough, that for the purpose of
this book, the terms “Kurd” and “Mede” are

exchanged without reservation.

Many would sorely like to disallow the
Kurds this heritage as they prefer to treat
them not only as a people without a nation
but a people without a history. It is the
intent of this book to honor the Kurds of
today by presenting an inspiring facet of
their rich history, one that can be traced
across the pages of the God’s Word, The
Holy Bible.
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The cparden of Eden, te
Jaages and the 772l

The Kurds are a distinct
people group that occupy a vast
region. Today this area is part

of several different nations.

Much of Bible history has
taken place in Kurdistan and
many of the Bible’s most famous
characters lived in this land.
Anyone who studies the Bible
will learn something about

Kurdistan.
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Green eyes, fair skin, and blond hair are often found among this non-Arab people group.
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The Bible says that God placed
the Garden of Eden between the
Tigris and Euphrates Rivers that still

flow in Kurdistan today.!

The beginning of man’s time on
earth can be traced to the land we
now call Kurdistan and the regions
surrounding it. You can read about

this in Genesis (First Book of Moses).
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" Y Now the LORD God had planted a garden
O \ bd@ A g AJ“L’ { L;'O))}W in the east, in Eden;
and there he put the man he had formed.

.. A river watering the garden ﬂowed
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An off-shoot of the Tigris River winds through Kurdistan’s mountains and valleys.



The story of Esther the Queen
who delivered her people from
genocide took place in Kurdistan:
Esther could easily have lost her life
while trying to save her nation, but
great love for her community and for
God brought her to proclaim, “If I
perish, I perish!”

Overcoming her fear, she made a
plea to the King that resulted in the
destruction of her nation’s enemies
and the salvation of her people. This

exciting Bible story is found in the

Book of Esther.

When we read this account,
we are reminded of the Kurdish
“peshmerga” or freedom fighters of
Northern Iraq. Peshmerga means
“ready to die” or “self sacrificer” and
Kurds, like Esther, have often given

their lives to save their heritage.
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Like Esther, this Kurdish woman loves her people and her God.
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There are many other wonderful
Bible stories that took place in
Kurdistan. The tombs of great
prophets such as Nahum, Jonah,
Habakkuk, Daniel, and Noah are

situated in this vast land.?

A number of these great men had
prophetic words about the Kurds
who were then called Medes. These
words came to pass in time, proving
both the truth of the Bible and the
importance of the Medes in the Bible.
You can read about these prophecies

in numerous places in the Bible.



For example, in Nahum 3:7, the
downfall of Nineveh was foretold and

later accomplished by the Medes.

In Jeremiah 51:11, it was accurately
predicted that the Medes would destroy
Babylon. In Daniel 5:28, this great
prophet told of the rise of the Medes

and Persians as a great empire.

All of these things and many
others were prophesied hundreds of
years before they happened and could

only have been known and revealed by

God himself.

) S oIS (Kb € gl S il
(LS8 ey olusays€ 4 age (pl3) sl G

An inscribed stone from the tomb of Noab,

located in Cizre, Turkey.
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located m what today we call Easters
Turkev — 2n important part of the
Kurdish region. One of the greatest
dealings bemween God and man toox
place in this dramatic region.

The Bible t=lls the story of Noah
in Genesis.

Because people had ignored God
and brought violence and hatred into
the world. God destroyed the earth
through a terrible flood. Scientists
know that everything was once covered
with water because sea shells are found
in deserts and high mountains far
from the sea.

GENESIS 6:13
So God said to Noah, ‘I am going
to put an end to all people, for the earth s filled with
violence because of them. I am surely going fo

destroy both them and the earth.”
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Unlike the other people of his
time, Noah had a heart for God.

God said to Noah...
GENESIS 6:14-22

“So make yourself an ark of cypress wood
] will establish my covenant with you,
and you will enter the ark —
you and your sons and your wife
and your sons’ wives with you.

You are to bring into the ark
two of all living creatures, male and female,
to keep them alive with you.

Two of every kind of bird,
of every kind of animal and of every kind
of creature that moves along the ground
will come to you to be kept alive.”
...lNoah did everything

Just as God commanded him.

2ol age it (g5, S ghid
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T am surely going to destroy both [people]
and the earth.”
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Noah’s family was protected mirac-
ulously by God. When the great flood
was over, the Ark that God had given
Noah came to rest in the place we now

call Kurdistan.

GENESIS 8:1-4
But God remembered Noah
and all the wild animals and the livestock
that were with him in the ark,
and he sent a wind over the earth,
and the waters receded.
... The ark came to rest

on the mountains of Ararat.



God remembers Noah, and the waters subside. . y2 8
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It was on Mount Ararat that
God blessed man and made a
covenant with Noah and with all
others who would follow him.

GENESIS 9:1-16
Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying
to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number
and fill the earth.” Then God said to Noah
and to his sons with him:
‘I now establish my covenant with you and
with your descendants after you.

.d have set my rainbow in the clouds,
and it will be the sign of the covenant
between me and the earth.

.. Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds,
I will see it and remember the everlasting
covenant between God and all living creatures

of every kind on the earth.”
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God put a beautiful rainbow in
the heavens to show us a sign of his
covenant. Even today when it rains,
God’s majestic rainbows shine in the

mountains and valleys of Kurdistan.

All others died in the flood and
life on earth commenced again with
Noah and his family. History as we
know it began in the mountains
of Kurdistan. The origins of modern
civilization arose here: agriculture,
keeping livestock, weaving, working

with metal, making pottery, etc.
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Bible dictionaries tell us that
Media was an ancient Asiatic
country situated south of the
Caspian Sea, north of Elam, east
of the Zagros Mountains, and
west of Parthia. This is part of

the land we now call Kurdistan.

Media was noted for its
fabulous horses, rich land, and vast
resources. At its height, Media

ruled from Greece to Tehran.

The Kurds’ wonderful history
spans thousands of years and

much of this history was record-
ed in the Bible when the Kurds

were known as the “Medes.”?
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The story of Esther, as depicted in this 18th-century scroll from Persia.
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The Medes/Kurds of the Bible
were fierce warriors who conquered
many nations. However, they were
also known for their hospitality to all

peoples regardless of heritage.

When the Jews were sent into
exile by the Assyrians, they were
housed in the cities of the Medes/

Kurds. We can read about this in...

2 KINGS 17:6
In the ninth year of Hoshea,
the king of Assyria captured Samaria and
deported the Israelites
to Assyria. He settled them in Halabh,
in Gogan on the Habor River

and in the towns of the Medes.

Tolerance of other peoples has his-
torically been a hallmark of the
Kurds, and hospitality is still one of
the most important things in the life

of a Kurd.

This Kurdish woman is making a delicate, paper-thin bread. . (6 gut J'l") Ge, S JS.A JESEASNITS ¢SJ_mLA






In the Bible, Kurds were known as
people of honor who valued a person’s
word very highly. When a Mede king
gave an order, none was allowed to

change what was written according to

the “Laws of the Medes and Persians.”

DANIEL 6:8
Now, O king, issue the decree
and pul it in writing
50 that it cannot be altered —
in accordance with the laws
of the Medes and Persians,

which cannot be repealed.

Even today the Kurds are known as men

and women who can be trusted when their word
has been solemnly given. Kurds have a saying
that even if a promise costs their lives they will
keep it. Likewise they are a very trusting people

when others make promises to them.
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5 laced on their word and promises
wbﬂj “ UJ“”JM djf’ fk: c’w‘wb ‘;\xujm b @LHLS&LULJ " Mb Zot one of their kings nan:ed Darius
leb-‘ uL.«.u QLW}-C UJJ-UIy 45 )Md.a.:u JL-»JIJ (U-n-wd-’) é}}-‘)“ d b}&“}.’éi{ into a very interesting predicament.

3 Ul5|)'°’ I L”'on 6‘;\]” S (’AJ . 1.\7.?.»6.4 3 u‘gﬁﬁ)‘*i N 5); )M&J This story which is found in the Book
of the Prophet Daniel shows us one
R of the best examples of Kurds in the
Bible. At this time, the Kingdom of

the Medes covered a vast area.
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A stairway at Persepolis in Iran illustrates Medes & Persians from the 5th & 6th centuries, B.C.
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DANIEL 5:31
And Darius the Mede took over
the kingdom, at the age of s1xLy~two. r \ o J ’| J
Darius was a famous Mede T i . %
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King who was known as an Jls

enlightened and loving ruler.

He tried to surround himself . )
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Daniel approaches King Darius in his royal court.
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King Darius’s closest counselor was
a Jew named Daniel who was an honest,

wise, and faithful man.

DANIEL 6:3
Now Daniel so distinguished himself
among the administrators and the satraps
by his exceptional qualities that the king

planned to set him over the whole kingdom.

The other advisors to the king

were jealous and wanted to kill Daniel.

DANIEL 6:4
At this, the administrators and the satraps
tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in
his conduct of government affairs,

but they were unable to do so.
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Daniel was not only faithful to

his king, but even more so to God.

DANIEL 6:5

Finally these men [who were jealous of him]

said, “We wwil] never find any basis for charges
against this man Daniel unless it has

something to do with the law of his God.”

Selfish men deceived Darius
and tried to make him exalt himself

above God.

DANIEL 6:7-9
“The royal administrators...have all agreed
that the king should issue an edict
and enforce the decree that anyone who prays
to any god or man during the next
thirty days, except to you, O king,
shall be thrown into the lions’ den.
Now, O king, issue the decree and put it
in writing so that it cannot be altered —
in accordance with the law of the Medes and

Persians, which cannot be repealed.”
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But Daniel did not fear anyone.
He feared and worshiped God alone.

DANIEL 6:10
Now when Daniel learned that the decree
had been published, he went home
to his upstairs room where the windows
opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day
he got down on his knees and prayed,
giving thanks to his God,
Just as he had done before.

The Bible teaches us that we must
never deny the truth because of what

other men may say or because of any

harm that might come to us.
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The King repented of his pride and
realized he had made a great mistake.

DANIEL 6:12-14
Then these men went as a group and found
Daniel praying and asking God for help.
So they went to the king and spoke to him
about his royal decree:

‘Did you not publish a decree that during
the next thirty days anyone who prays
to any god or man except to you, O king,
would be thrown into the lions’ den?”
The king answered, “The decree stands —
in accordance with the lawws
of the Medes and Persians,
which cannot be repealed.”

Then they said to the king, “Daniel,
who 1s one of the exiles from Judah,
pays no attention fto you, O king,
or the decree you put in writing. He still prays
three times a day.” When the king heard ths,
he was greatly distressed; he was determined
to rescue Daniel and made every effort

until sundown to save him.
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Bur it was too late. The law
of the Medes and Persians could not
be changed.

DANIEL 6:15-16
Then the men went as a group to the king
and said to him, “Remember, O king,
that according to the law
of the Medes and Persians
no decree or edict that the king issues
can be changed.”
So the king gave the order,
and they brought Daniel

and threw him into the lions’ den.
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Wicked men did everything they
could to prove that Daniel’s God was
not alive and that their ways were
stronger and better.

DANIEL 6:17
A stone was brought and placed
over the mouth of the den, and the king
sealed it with his own signet ring
and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s
situation might not be changed.

The King worried about Daniel and

was very sorry for what he had done.

DANIEL 6:18-19
Then the king returned to his palace
and spent the might without eating
...and he could not slecp.

At the first light of dawn, the king got up
and hurried to the lions’ den. When he came
near the den, be called o Daniel in an
anguished voice, “Daniel,
servant of the living God, has your God,
whom you serve continually,

been able to rescue you from the den of lions?”
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The God of Daniel delivers him from the den of lions.
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God had done a miracle and

delivered Daniel.

DANIEL 6:21-22
Daniel answered, “O king, live forever!
My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths
of the lions. They have not hurt me,
because I was found innocent in his sight.

Nor have I ever done any wrong before you,

O king.”

No man could change the word of

a Mede king...but God could!

37
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Darius was so moved by what he
saw that he became a believer in the
God of Daniel. He then issued this
order to all the Kurds in the land

where he ruled...

DANIEL 6:25-28
Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples,
nations and men of every language
throughout the land.:
... T issue a decree that in every part
of my kingdom people must fear and rever-
ence the God of Daniel. For he is the living
God
and he endures forever; his kingdom
will not be destroyed, his dominion
will never end. He rescues and he saves;
he performs signs and wonders in the heavens
and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel
Sfrom the power of the lions.”
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The king and all the people
realized the power and love of God.
They discovered that God was not
“way up in heaven” where no one
could reach him. They found out
through Daniel that God loves his
people and wants to help them in
their time of need. To enjoy his
blessing, people must care more about

God than what others say or do.

History tells us that many Kurds
obeyed Darius and became
worshippers of the God of the Bible.
There is much evidence of this in
places such as Arbil, Akra, Shush,
Amadiya, Ecbatana, Kirkuk,
Diyarbakir, Mardin, Urfa, Harran and

other great cities of Kurdistan.
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The three Mag: approach King Herod to inquire about the Messiah.

During the time when Daniel
served the kings of Media and
Babylon as an advisor, he was also
made ruler of the kingdom’s wise men

(also referred to as “Magi”)®

Daniel told the people of his time
that someday a Messiah or Savior was
going to come to earth, from God, to
become the sacrifice for their sins.
This wonderful event had been

prophesied many times in the Bible.



42

by Lden SUSLSL ol pasloytd gy 5 o) L8500y oy JLsls o S
-y sl S ey LIS poa ) i & g Doy g b 3 845 )
Sagy 1S 1sasl8 o) bty S a JUls . (ay SLa) & ol pmegl Ul
TYST AV I PUR TS T L ST UL @*‘“) $
sy o ity &S ilasy o8 USLS il d oo B gk
Nris i Saiy & ol

oSl Sb) ULy s ‘,\3@ > (papatt) g Subw 4 ks Juls
sy Wl 4 Sl Sulep i (ams) Gy Slsd G615 il
S o Sl ol &5y 5 Cijiens i St ald S chid
, oja(c"_.m)

&34445. oSl & gl S PIA U.;J_LMS)N g Il Wb agp o rb‘
A=Y el Sow e

Daniel did not know exactly
when the Messiah would come, but
he probably taught the wise men of
his time that certain signs would
appear in the sky when the Messiah
was born. One of those signs was to
be a great star that would show the
way to the Messiah. This star had
been prophesied hundreds of years
before in Numbers, the Fourth Book
of Moses (chapter 24, verse 17).
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Nearly 600 years later, Daniel and
Darius had long been dead. However,
there were still “Magi” or wise men
in Kurdistan. When Jesus was born
in the city of Bethlehem (as had been
prophesied), the Bible says that some
of these and perhaps other wise
men saw the star of the Savior and
followed it to the region where the

Savior, Jesus Christ, was born.

The wise men did not know
exactly in which village the Messiah
was to be born, so they inquired of
Herod the King in Jerusalem, which

was near Bethlehem.

MATTHEW 2:1-2
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea,
during the time of King Herod,
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and
asked, “Where is the one who has been born
king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east

and have come to worship him.”
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The Magi follow the star to Jerusalem and bring gifts for their Messiah.




Qubb); Uly o |)6b}45 ‘)}M L.u)b)d.; bﬂéf L;l.b- AJ) BTy 6@@-‘0 )8 35
. S 5 8 )8, d(@w‘u) SR 3 o ol w5 ey

A - r .o .Y u.dj_:u

Loy oyt i GtS 5 g9aSil 5 0 o gt 0yt Ll €&
e ) gy il

5 oS Sl glaly Jlblugsle 5 S84 byl ggat 1y,
dpad et dagluilial gy 5oty Gl (pts) i 84 G
gl agsh a9 g8 Faadls Ll ey sjia a0 S slugsa
S gt g (g daad oy o6 35y Yl ¢ gty
Sualysy Gloytd ags 4y g e Jial lygsa S0y olayti 4
QL ¢ bl st aSitllis g sy € (5 Sala anits) ity
O3 ¢ s 6 G (ol ent) 3 Sl 5 S KL (S agpm
3 pSellyer ol € Kl e dlin o6 3 o5& guygs @
ot 50 0 Bl aas e ggS  (0

Herod was proud and did not fear

God. He tried to trick the Kurdish
Magi into helping him kill the Savior.

MATTHEW 2:3-8
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed,
and all Jerusalem with him.
When he had called together all the people’s
chief priests and teachers of the law,
he asked them where the Christ [or Messiah]
was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,”
they replied, Sfor this is what the prophet
[Isaiah] has written: But thou, Bethlehem,
in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you
will come a ruler [Jesus Christ] who will be
the shepherd of mry people Israel.””
Then Herod called the Magi...
[and] sent them to Bethlehem and said,
“Go and make a careful search
Jor the child. As soon as you find him,
report to me, so that I too may go

and worship him.”
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The Kurdish Magi were not fooled

by Herod and were among the first to
truly believe in the Savior. The Magi
also established the custom of giving

gifts to celebrate the birth of Christ.

MATTHEW 2:9-12
After they had heard the king,
they went on their way,
and the star they had seen in the east
went ahead of them until it stopped
over the place where the child was.
When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.
. They saw a child with his mother Mary,
and they bowed down and worshiped him.
Then they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts of gold
and of incense and myrrh.
And having been warned in a dream
not to go back to Herod,
they returned to their country

by another route.
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Medes/Kurds were present to hear.
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When the day of Pentecost came,
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And the angel said, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!” (Luke 24:5-6) 47
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What did the Kurds hear that day
and how did they respond?

ACTS 2:21-42
And everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord [Jesus Christ] will be saved.
-..Listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth
was a man accredited by God fo you
by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did
among you through him.
... This man was handed over to you
by God's set purpose and foreknowledge;
and you, with the help of wicked men,
put him to death by nailing him fo the cross.
But God raised him from the dead,
Jreeing him from the agony of death,
because it was impossible for death
to keep its hold on him.
. Therefore ...be assured of this:
God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified,
both Lord and Christ.”
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When the people heard this, they were cut
fo the heart and said to Peter and the other
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized,
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ
Jfor the forgiveness of your sins.

And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
The promuse is for you and your children
and for all who are far off — for all
whom the Lovd our God will call.”

... Those who accepted his message were bap-
tized, and about three thousand were added

to their number that day.
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By 400.4.D.,, there were many converts to Christianity in the Medo-Persian r.egz'mz:.6
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History tells us that the Kurds
who heard the word of God on that
day, nearly 2000 years ago, returned
and shared this wonderful message all

over Kurdistan.

By the year 400 A.D., Kurdistan
had come to be known as a predomi-
nately Christian region. There are
other stories of the Kurds in the Bible
which you can read about yourself. If
you do not have a Bible, write for a

free copy to one of these addresses:

In America and Canada:

Servant Group International
506 Tanksley Avenue
Nashville, TN 37211 U.S.A.

In Europe:

moup Deutchland

¢/o ChristusZentrum Braunschweig
Am Alten Bahnhof 15

38122 Braunschweig, Deutschland

Internet:

WWW. Servam‘group. org



Merhadad R. Izady, The Kurds: A Concise
Handbook (Washington: Taylor & Francis
Publishers, 1992), 32. Points out that the
Kurds were originally scattered tribes in
this area and upon uniting became known
to the world as the Medes.

John Bulloch and Harvey Morris, No Friends
But the Mountains, The Tragic History of the
Kurds (New York: Oxford University Press,
1992), 56. Points out that, from linguistic and
classical historical evidence, it has generally
becn COnC].UdCd thﬂt thC Kurds are dCSCCndCd

from the ancient Medes.

Author’s note: In the Bible, the Medes are
closely related to the Persians or modern-
day Iranians and probably originated from
the same tribal roots. They later split to
form these two entities which were first
dominated by the Medes and later by the
Persians. For example, the great King Cyrus
was half-Mede and half-Persian. (See
Yamauchi, 22-23, and The Bible Almanac,
ed. James 1. Packer, et. al. [Nashville:
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1980], 148-149.)
Much of the history of Persia pertains to
the Kurds as well but has not been covered
in the very limited context of this book.

5 Smiths Bible Dictionary, 374. Points out
that the Magi were originally a class of
priests among the Persians and Medes who
formed the king’s inner circle of counselors
and leaders. They were considered the
wisest men of the kingdom and religious
leaders as well. Smith also says that Daniel
was probably made “Rab-Mag,” or lord/
chief of the Magi. He further says that,
although the origin of the Bible’s Magi
cannot be proven, it was the Chaldeans
of the Medo/Persian arca who originated
astronomy and would have been naturally
disposed to seek signs in the sky to
proclaim an important event in history
such as the coming of the Messiah.

Author’s note: Daniel was a prophet whose
deliverance resulted in the conversion of
large numbers of the Median people to
Judaism. Daniel was placed in practical
charge of the kingdom, and it stands to
reason that he would have instructed the
Magi regarding those prophetic signs that
would appear when the Messiah was born,
particularly those related to astronomy
such as that in Numbers 24:17.

Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of
Jesus the Messiah (Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1971), 202-213.
Relates the Magi of Matthew to those

of the time of Daniel and points out that
by the time of Christ’s coming many of
the Medo/Persian Magi were scattered
throughout the east. This suggests that,
regardless of the physical point from which
their journey to find the Messiah began,
they were still Magi of the priestly class
led by Daniel.

M. H., “The Modern Descendants
of the Magi Seek the Savior,”

World Christian Magazine (December
1993): 16-20.

6 George Park Fisher, D.D,, LL.D,,
History of the Christian Church (New
York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887),
facing p. 98. Map adapted from the
“Map of Religions at the Accession

of Justinian.”
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The Kurdish Magi were not fooled
by Herod and were among the first to
truly believe in the Savior. The Magi

also established the custom of giving

gifts to celebrate the birth of Christ.

MATTHEW 2:9-12
After they had heard the king,
they went on their way,
and the star they had seen in the east
went ahead of them until it stopped
over the place where the child was.
When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.
. They saw a child with his mother Mary,
and they bowed down and worshiped him.
Then they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts of gold
and of incense and myrrh.
And having been warned in a dream
not to go back to Herod,
they returned to their country

by another route.



The last part in our brief history
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proclaimed to the world, many

Medes/Kurds were present to hear.

(\-\ lejmrbmwlfwmCyﬂudgﬁéjﬁjm ACTS 2:1-9

When the day of Pentecost came,

ﬁ"’u d‘J JJU JJA U'“U:' & 3 )Aju-)}" d é\w‘is U"Jq% Glb (d ...there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing
(;‘I'IJL.: \ L.Jﬁ_’ Kl sdball UL”VJ‘LF! llals u:\-wl: ‘)3:3 4« 63454-1@434-‘) Jews from every nation under heaven.
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o MLA&(J‘)}S) uﬂd-‘-GJ (J_)js) Lu.ujdl.'K ‘ LjJﬁA f(J)jS) (45°JL‘5J residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
‘ v qg s - t | ‘ L . L Cappadocia, Pontus ...both Jews and
O by s iien DR MR B 08 converts o Judaism.
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And the angel said, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!” (Luke 24:5-6) 47
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History tells us that the Kurds
who heard the word of God on that
day, nearly 2000 years ago, returned
and shared this wonderful message all

over Kurdistan.

By the year 400 A.D., Kurdistan
had come to be known as a predomi-
nately Christian region. There are
other stories of the Kurds in the Bible
which you can read about yourself. If
you do not have a Bible, write for a

free copy to one of these addresses:

In America and Canada:

Servant Group International
506 Tanksley Avenue
Nashville, TN 37211 U.S.A.

In Europe:

moup Deutchland

¢/o ChristusZentrum Braunschweig
Am Alten Bahnhof 15

38122 Braunschweig, Deutschland

Internet:

www.yervam‘gmup. org



Merhadad R. Izady, The Kurds: A Concise
Handbook (Washington: Taylor & Francis
Publishers, 1992), 32. Points out that the
Kurds were originally scattered tribes in
this area and upon uniting became known
to the world as the Medes.

John Bulloch and Harvey Morris, No Friends
But the Mountains, The Tragic History of the
Kurds (New York: Oxford University Press,
1992), 56. Points out that, from linguistic and
classical historical evidence, it has generally
been concluded that the Kurds are descended

from the ancient Medes.

Author’s note: In the Bible, the Medes are
closely related to the Persians or modern-
day Iranians and probably originated from
the same tribal roots. They later split to
form these two entities which were first
dominated by the Medes and later by the
Persians. For example, the great King Cyrus
was half-Mede and half-Persian. (See
Yamauchi, 22-23, and The Bible Almanac,
ed. James I. Packer, et. al. [Nashville:
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1980], 148-149.)
Much of the history of Persia pertains to
the Kurds as well but has not been covered
in the very limited context of this book.

5 Smiths Bible Dictionary, 374. Points out

that the Magi were originally a class of
priests among the Persians and Medes who
formed the king’s inner circle of counselors
and leaders. They were considered the
wisest men of the kingdom and religious
leaders as well. Smith also says that Daniel
was probably made “Rab-Mag,” or lord/
chief of the Magi. He further says that,
although the origin of the Bible’s Magi
cannot be proven, it was the Chaldeans

of the Medo/Persian arca who originated
astronomy and would have been naturally
disposed to seek signs in the sky to
proclaim an important event in history
such as the coming of the Messiah.

Author’s note: Daniel was a prophet whose
deliverance resulted in the conversion of
large numbers of the Median people to
Judaism. Daniel was placed in practical
charge of the kingdom, and it stands to
reason that he would have instructed the
Magi regarding those prophetic signs that
would appear when the Messiah was born,
particularly those related to astronomy
such as that in Numbers 24:17.

Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of
Jesus the Messiah (Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1971), 202-213.
Relates the Magi of Matthew to those

of the time of Daniel and points out that
by the time of Christ’s coming many of
the Medo/Persian Magi were scattered
throughout the east. This suggests that,
regardless of the physical point from which
their journey to find the Messiah began,
they were still Magi of the priestly class
led by Daniel.

M. H., “The Modern Descendants
of the Magi Seek the Savior,”

World Christian Magazine (December
1993): 16-20.

6 George Park Fisher, D.D,, LL.D.,

History of the Christian Church (New
York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887),
facing p. 98. Map adapted from the
“Map of Religions at the Accession

of Justinian.”
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The Kurds are a distinct
people group that occupy a vast
region. Today this area is part

of several different nations.

Much of Bible history has
taken place in Kurdistan and
many of the Bible’s most famous
characters lived in this land.
Anyone who studies the Bible
will learn something about

Kurdistan.
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Green eyes, fair skin, and blond hair are often found among this non-Arab people group.
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flow in Kurdistan today.'
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surrounding 1it. You can read about

this in Genesis (First Book of Moses).
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